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COSMA ACCREDITS NEW SPORT MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
Bowling Green State University
The Board of Commissioners (BOC) of the Commission on Sport Management Accreditation (COSMA) accredited a new institution during its May 28, 2014, meeting. This brings the total number of COSMA-accredited institutions to 15 and the total number of accredited Sport Management programs to 32. The member institution – Bowling Green State University – submitted a comprehensive Self-Study document and hosted a site visit as a final evaluation of its programs. A list of all COSMA-accredited institutions can be found here: http://cosmaweb.org.

Bowling Green State University (http://www.bgsu.edu/education-and-human-development/human-movement-sport-leisure-studies/sport-management.html)
Bowling Green State University’s Sport Management program is one of the largest and most diverse undergraduate sport management programs in North America, tracing its roots to the early 1980s. It has an excellent national and international reputation for producing outstanding professionals and prepares students for a variety of sport related careers. A number of respected leaders and scholars in the sport management academic field have called BGSU home over the last thirty years, including Dr. Jackie Cuneen, who retired at the end of the 2013-14 academic year. 
The mission of the Sport Management program is to have an impact on the management of the sport enterprises through initiating, innovating and researching. This involves providing students with appropriate coursework and field experiences, assisting students in acquiring high levels of competence, encouraging volunteerism, emphasizing diversity, promoting intellectual inquiry, and developing sound professional ethics. Following its mission are the program’s accomplishments related to preparing students for work in sport industry. The most recent alumni study (2010) reveals that over 75 percent are working in sport management.
One major highlight of the Sport Management program is a collaboration with the School of Media and Communication: The Richard A. Maxwell Sport Media Project gives students an opportunity to learn important sport media skills such as sports writing, reporting, broadcasting, announcing, public relations, media relations, communication management and production and serves as a hub for teaching, research, and service related to sport media. Faculty and other scholars have access to resources about the commercial and sociological aspects of sport. The Media Project hosts the NFL Boot Camp in conjunction with the National Football League Player Engagement program. During NFL Boot Camp, Bowling Green State University and the Maxwell Project hosted 23 current and former NFL players.
About COSMA

COSMA (www.cosmaweb.org) is a specialized accrediting body that promotes and recognizes excellence in sport management education worldwide in colleges and universities at the baccalaureate and graduate levels. Institutions, students, employers, and the general public all benefit from the external verification of quality provided through COSMA’s accreditation process. They also benefit from the process of continuous quality improvement that is encouraged by COSMA’s developmental approach to promoting excellence in sport management education.

COSMA’s fiscal year begins on July 1 and both institutional and individual membership applications are accepted year-round.  For more information and application materials, please visit www.cosmaweb.org.  Heather Alderman, Executive Director, can be contacted at cosma@cosmaweb.org or 202-329-1189.
